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Mesopotamia could not greatly assist in maintaining the
Expedition. It is obvious that these salient points in the
military situation cannot have been given " earnest consider-
ation/' nor apparently, were they brought to the notice of
the G.O.C., who approved of the despatch of the telegram
as a "bait" to catch a definite expression of policy
from his Government. In view of the objects of the
Expedition, which had been quite clearly defined at
first, it is not clear what change of policy General Barrett
expected. From a military point of view, to contemplate any
considerable advance with a force of one division in the cir-
cumstances in which the Expedition was placed with regard
to maintenance and administration was almost impossible,
and the only course dictated by sound strategy was the course
which General Barrett recommended—to consolidate his
position at Basra. However, Colonel Cox's opinion had con-
siderable effect in India, where in political circles any chance
to increase British prestige in Mohammedan eyes, and any
opportunity to check the flow of anti-British propaganda into
Persia, Afghanistan, and the North West Frontier, were
hailed with enthusiasm. At the India Office, too,, political
opinion strongly favoured Colonel Cox's proposal, the Poli-
tical Secretary going so far as to say that he regarded the
step as being ff so desirable as to be practically essential."
In fact, no sooner was the idea of an advance to Baghdad
mooted than it became an obsession in political circles, an ob-
session which became a permanent menace to sound strategy
in the Middle East. By military opinion, both at the India
Office and at Army Headquarters in India, the project was
not regarded favourably, because it was felt to be entirely
beyond the scope and capabilities of the Expedition.
At the India Office, the Military Secretary, although he
admitted that a policy of passivity was to be deprecated
because it would fail to impress the Arab and Indian public,
gave it as his considered opinion that any thought of an
immediate advance to Baghdad was premature. He suggested
however, that to advance to Qurna was within the capabilities
of General Barrett's force and that the step would be one
which would consolidate our position at Basra, strengthen
our hold on the oilfields area, and create in the mind of the
enemy the idea that we were contemplating a future advance
upon Baghdad.
In India, the General Staff definitely stated that an ad-
vance to Baghdad, even if it were feasible, would entail a
diversion of military resources to an objective of secondary

